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ratio ac vecordia, quam cam dammare Tin, 
in qua nihil rorſus olfeceris ; qui nec naturam, nec 
natura majeſtatem, mec proprietatem, nec metallorum | - 
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15 To HE 
ROYAL SOCIETY: 


ls Diſcourſe upon the Uni- 
verſal Medicine for Men and 
ALPS Metals, com call d the 
Philoſophers Store, is hutnbly dedicated 
to the Royal Sotieꝶ, who with ſo much 
gucceſs and Glory does cultivate and 
promote Narufal Fhiloſophy, that her 
Fame is ſpread a ober the learned 


World. 


The Author hath endeavour'd to 


treat this Subject with all the Plainneſa 


and Simplicity it is capable of; to reduce 
into a ſmall Compaſs, all that is moſt 
eſſential to the Science of Alchymie; 
to bring into Order, what is confuſed- 
ly ſcatter'd in the Books of the moſt 
mous Alchymiſts, and to frame a 

clear Notion of their Stone, 
A 2 It 


3 the Royal ley, th 

If this proves 
of the Learned Society, chere is Hope 
ye $ way all prove uſatul co fore 
of dut ingenious Arcilts, ſome Time 
or other, and of great Benefit to the 
Nation. 
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Wiſdom 850 7005 b 
O R, 
The Reality and Compoſition 
of the Philoſopher: Stone. 


. are indebted to our Modern 
5 _—_ rs far many agreeable 

| eful Diſcoveries, and for 
the Deſtrudion of many popular 

Errors, relating to Animals, to Vegetables, 
and other Productions of Nature. But 
while they have not ſpar'd the Miſtakes 
of ancient Naturaliſts, they have left the 


Alchymiſts to themſelves with their tranſ- 


»muting Stone. 

That Stone, however, is the greateſt 
Diſcovery that ever human Underſtand- 
ing made in natural Things, ſuppoſing it 
to be no imaginary, but à real Thing: 


Ages, 


«( 6 ) 
of its Compoſition, which dur Phi- 
ophers have not thought worthy of. 
their Attention, by Reaſon (I ſuppoſe) of 
the Obſcurity and Confuſion that reigns. 


in thoſe Books. Te e 

I will not pretend to decide, whether it 

hath prov'd too hard a Taſk to convince. 

the Alchymiſts (I mean the true Alchy- 

miſt Philoſophers) of impoſing upon the. |; 

World; or whether it hath been judg'd, . | 

too indiſcreet to aſſert the Truth of their 

Doctrine now a-day, the World is fo 

quiet and indifferent about it; and too 

dangerous to excite and inflame the De- 

fires of Men, who are naturally too apt 

to follow blindly any Defign that -pro- 

poſes to them the Acquiſition of Riches, 

and the Preſervation of Health. 
I ſhould be Blame-worthy, I confeſs, to 

endeavour to provoke the Eagerneſs which | 


Multitudes of Men ſhew'd formerly in the | 
Search for the Philoſophers Stone, if at the 
ſame Time I did not furnifh.a Preſerva- 1 
tive againſt deceitfulSophiſts, and the delu- 
ding Promiſes of crafty or fanciful Men, 
as | hope to do. | . 
The Count Treviſan and Zacharins re- | 
counting their long and fruitleſs Labours; 
while like-blind they were led by others 

not better ſighted, they complain of the 
great Number of Men in their Time, who, 
without any Theory, but intoxicated with' 
their own Imaginations, pretended to lead 


the 


475 
the Way, and teach the Perfection of the 
Magiſtery. There was hardly a City in 
Europe in thoſe Days without fome fucks 
Laborators, looking for the Stone where 
it is not to be found: Zacharius got 
acquainted with above a Hundred of 
them, in the ſole City of Paris, to his 
great Coſt. | n 
We have ſeen (ſays the“ Count) 2 
« vaſt many + Dealbations and Rubifica- 
tions, many Receipts of Sophiſts, im ſa 
* many Regions, as, at Rome, in Navarre, 
in Sootland, in Turkey, in Greece, at Alex- 
* anadria, in Barbary, in Perſia, at Meſſina; 
at Rhodes, in France, in Spain, in the 
** Holy Land and adjacent Countries, itt 
* Italy, in Germany, in England, and al 
* moſt round the World; and we could 
**-ſee no where but Men working on So- 
*. phiſtical Matters: Some we found in 
*. thoſe Regions who had the Stone, and 
* knew the Reaſon and Compoſition of 
* it ; but we could never be admitted in- 
to their Familiarity, Za | 
In thoſe Days our England was infeſted 
with numerous Cheats and Sophiſticati- 
ons; infomuch that, to put a Stop to that 
Miſchief, the Parliament thought fit to 
make a Statute 5 Hen. 4. againſt: the Mul- 
tiplication 


F. Bernardus Cornes Treviſans: Marchi® ;de- Sdereti6 
ſimo Philoſophorum Opere Chemico. W 
J Falſe Appearances of Silver and Gold, 


—_— 
tiplication of Gold and Silver, That Sta - 
tute was repealed 1 Wm. & Mary, at the | 
Repreſentations of the hte illuſtrious Ro- 
bert Boyle, Eſq; who declar'd publickly, that 
he had ſeen enough to be perſwaded that 
it was poſlible to. graduate baſe Metals. 
unto perfect Gold. | 

Was it not an Injuſtice to diſguſt and | 
reſtrain a Nation, ſo fertile in Men of 2 
ſagacious and penetrating Genius, and ts 
debar them of the Benefit of ſuch Diſ- 
covery ? | 

The Indians believ'd that their Gods 
were come down from Heaven to deſtroy 
them, when the Spaniards firſt fell upon 
them with the Thunder of their Artil- 
Tery ; and I do believe that the ancient 
Romans would have thought the ſame, if 
they had been ſurpris'd in the ſame Man- 
ner; Or if they had been told, that it 
was poſhble to make a Machine vomir- 
ing Fire, and ſending forth Bullets, that 
would kill them at 2 great Diſtance; no 
doubt they would have laugh'd at it. 

Again, If 'the Ancients had been told, 
that by the Propriety of a certain Stone; 
the Art of Navigation could be fo far 
unprov'd, as to enable Men to conduct a 
Ship round the World, aſſuredly they 
would have judg'd it impoſſible. 

This is the Caſe of the Philoſophers 
Stone: It is deem'd falſe, becauſe it is un- 


known, | | | 
- The 


(9) 

„The Vulgar (ſays Roger Bacon) laughs 
* at the Wen of 1757 — ar, he 
* know how to make Uſe of highly wor- 
* thy * Things. (gps lng 
Some Men of Reputation in the Repub- 

lick of Learning, having in vain attempt- 
ed the great Work, over-ruled by Self. 
love, choſe to accuſe of Falſhood the 
Alchymiſts, rather than to ſuſpect their 
own Ignorance: The greateſt Number too 
eaſy follow'd their Deciſion, without 
taking any Pains to examine the Queſtion, 
and without knowing any thing of the 
Doctrine of Alchymiſts, which is ground- 
ed on Nature. W e 
The perpetual Motion and Circplation 
of Matter in various and almoſt infinite 
Modifications, in a certain reciprocal Ox- 
der, which tyes ſuch and ſuch Effects tp 
ſuch and ſuch. Cauſes, and js eſtabliſh'd 
and preſerv'd by the Creator of all Things, 
is (as 1 believe) wha is commonly call'd 
Nature, or the Laws of Nature. ' 
The diligent Obſervation of that reci- 
. procal Order, and of the Cauſes and Ef- 
fects link'd together in Nature, hath pro- 
duc'd ſeveral Arts, among others the Art 
of Alchymie; and as human Underſtand- 
ing is capable of infinite ſucceſſive Know- 
ledge, new Arts will be invented to the 

End of Time. enn 
B In 


- 


* Rog, Baco de miranda poteſtate Artis & Natura, 
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©, WRT 
In all Changes and Tranſmutations of 
Bodies, Nature is always the efficient 


Cauſe; Art makes Uſe of Nature, and is 


only the occaſional Cauſe of the Effect 
produced: The Alchymiſt pretends to no 


more. 


* We do not do it, (ſays * Geber) but 
“ Nature does it, which we ſerve by our 
« ingenious Artifice ; we prepare the Mat: 
< ter, and diſpoſe the Ways; for Nature 
« always operates by it ſelf we are only 
« her Servants: We do not tranſmute 
© Metals, it is the Work of Nature. 

And as the Gardiner obtains from Na- 
ture more excellent Fruits, and more ele- 
gant Flowers by his Art, than Nature 
would produce if left to her ſelf, ſo the 
Alchymiſt improves the Gifts of Nature 
by his Art, which conſiſts in the Know- 
ledge of the Effe& that will follow from 
ſuch and ſuch Diſpoſition of Matter. 

I hope this Compariſon will not ap- 
pear trivial, if one but obſerve that a 
ſmall Sprig of Mint growing in a Bottle 
full of Water, ſhews a Metamorphoſis of 
that whole Water, which is cold and fluid, 


into an Aromatick hot Plant; and may 


afford as much Specnlation to a true Phi- 
loſopher, as the Tranſmutation of Copper 
into Gold, which is but a Paſſage from 

one 


4, Gebri Arabis de Alchymia ſumena Perfefioal tra 
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* pour'd o ed 
the vertue of the Flowers, and very 


(411) 

one Kind to another, and from an impure 

Metal to a pure one. 17 
I remember with Pleaſure what I faw 
in Holland, in the Garden of a Gentleman, 
a great Floriſt :. He ſhew'd me firſt a large 
Bed of ugly Tulips, all uniform, of a 
Brick Colour; This is (ſays he) my Nur- 
ſery : Then he carry'd me to a private 
Place, where under a Kind of Tent, like 
a Green Houſe, I ſaw a Bed of Tulips 
beautiful beyond Imagination. You have 
ſeen the Nurſery, this is what it produces 
to me by good Management, ſaid my 
Gentleman; to whom 1 reply'd, You 
know, Sir, how to make an admirable Me- 
tamorphoſis; this is indeed like changing 
Copper, into Gold and Silver, I cannot 
paſs by what the Jeſuit Lana. relates in 
his Prodromo # vero ſaggio di alcuni inven- 
tions man N „ os to . 
I took a Quantity of Orange Flowers, 
and put them into half a Pound of Oyl 
of Sweet Almonds, together with a lit- 
* tle Rock Allom, in a Glaſs Bottle well 
„ ſtopp'd: I expog'd it to the Sun for a 
* Month, adding more Flowers, when J 
* found the firſt were putrify'd, without 
„taking any out. A Month after, I 
8 the Oyl impregnated with 


* odoriferous, and divided the Oyl into 
* ſeveral Glaſs Vials, which I carefully 
“ did ſet aſide, 2 1 
e N ti 
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« till the next Spring; at which Time I 


« {aw certain Flowers ſwimming in the 
* Oyl, which to me appear'd perfectly 
« like true and freſh Leaves of the G- 
„range Tree: But the Wonder increas'd 
« ſome Months after, when the hot Sea- 
„ fon being advanc'd, the Flowers were 


e turn'd into Fruit, about the Time that 


& {\uch Fruit was ripen'd upon the Trees; 


* there being ſeen in the Bottom of the 


* Vials ſmall Oranges with their pro- 
* per Colours, in nothing diſtinguiſhable 
* Noi true Oranges, Smallneſs excepted. 
The Author adds, That this curious 
* Metamorphofis was ſeen by many in 
« their College at Rome, and that he pre- 
« ſented Monſieur Innotentio Conti, Lieu- 
* tenant-General of the Army of the 
© Church, with one of the Vials; in 


* which Vial the fame Flowers and Fruit 


« were ſeen in their Seaſon... 
Had the Author conceal'd his little 
rt, he would have paſs'd for as great a 
onjurer as an Alchymiſt, and, I believe, 

would” ave met with as little Credit; 

for this rare Production is as much out 
of the common Courſe of Nature, as the 

Tranſmutation of Metals may be. 

The Smaagdine Tables, the moſt an- 

cient Book treating of the Philoſapbers 

Stone, is commonly reputed to be a Work 

of Hermes Trifmegi/!, that is to ſay, thrice 

great, who was the ſame as the. God 

TY Mercury 
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Mercury of the gyptiant : But as they, 
according to Famb jon, were uſed to fa- 


ther upon him the Product of their Brains, 
to pay a Tribute, and to ſhew their Reve- 
rence to him, whom they worſhipp'd as. 
the Father of many Arts and. Sciences, 
or rather to give a greater Weight to 
their Inventions,” it is not known who 
was the Author of that Book, the leſs, that 
Hermes inſcrib'd it to Hermes, It is e- 
nough for us to ſay, that this reputed 
Hermes is held by the Alchymiſts for the 
firſt Inyentor of their great Magiſtery; 
Therefore to begin with the Source, 
ſhall endeavour to find out the Compoſi- 
tion of it in this Analyſis, deliver'd to us 
by Hermes hunſelf in theſe * Words, 
ft is true and very certain, that what 
is ſuperior hath the- Nature of what is 
inferior; joyn them in one only Way 
* and Diſpoſition; Sol is the Father in 
* this Marriage, and the white Lune is 
the Mother; a third ſucceeds. as Go- 
vernour, the Fire. What is groſs make 
ſubtile, and what is ſubtile beef 
9 It W Watt) | * in 
— — 
Tab. Smar, Verum eft & veriſſimum, quod'eft ſupe- 
rius naturam habet inferioris; conjungas unict via diſpo- 
ſirjoneque, - So] ejus connubii eſt Pater, & Alba Luna Ma- 
ter, ſuccedit ut Gubernator Ignis. Crafſum fac ſubtile, & 
ſubtile ſpiſſum reddito, ad hunc modum Gleriam habebis 
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In this Manner you ſhall poſſeſs the 
„Glory of the World. 


The firſt Thing we are to find out is 
the Matter, and the true Matter ; for if 
we do miſtake it, we ſhall run from one 


Error to another. 
Every Body knows that the Chymiſts 


have given to Metals the Names of the 


Planets ; that Gold is Sol, or the Sun, - 
and Silver is Luna, or the Moon, and are 
call'd by the Alchymiſts, among other 
Names, the two great Luminaries, for 
their Excellence above other Metals. 

But, according to the Count Treviſan's 
Precept, we muſt not ſtick to the Sound 
of Words, but conſider what is according 
to Nature and the Power thereof. 

The Metaphar uſed by Hermes of Fa- 
ther and Mother, is borrow'd from the 
Generation of Animals, which is effected 
by * Union of the Male and the Fe- 
male. 

From the Union of Gold and Silver 
no Generation is to be expected; they 
are both ſolid Bodies, and cannot act up- 
on each other; neither the one proceeds 
from the other. | 
Geber the Arab is {tiled by ſame Ma- 
giſter Magiſtrorum, the Maſter of Maſters, 
as being quoted by all thoſe who wrote 
after him; He ſays, ſpeaking of the Er- 
rors of many Laborator s 

Others 


(15) 
Others joining ſolid Bodies with ſo- 
„lid Bodies, and ſoft with ſoft, have 
* endeavour'd to make 'em tranſmute 
each other, and could not effect it; as 
mixing Gold or Silver with Copper, 
or with any other Metal, they never 
„ {aw them tranſmuted into Gold or 
„Silver by a true and laſting Tranſmu- 
tation. | 565 
This very Conſideration hath deceiv'd 
many, and made 'em conclude, that nei- 
ther Gold nor Silver do enter into the 
Compoſition of the Stone: It is hardly 
to be imagin'd, what fantaſtical and ex- 
travagant Imaginations they fell into. 
But if we muſt judge according to Na- 
ture and Reaſon, we muſt ſeek'in Gold 
the Golden Sulphur, the Tincture with 
which other Metals are faid to be ringed 
and dyed. | Warn- 
In Gold (as all the Philoſophers do a- 
ver) you will find a red Sulphur, in Sil- 
ver a white Sulphur; ſuch Sulphur is 
not to be found any where elſe upon the 
Earth. 
„That 7 Gold (fays Geber) is the 
„ tinging Sulphur, it appears by this, 
„That being mix'd with Argent Vive, 
by Sublimation it transforms it into - 
| "If 


FO SY IE" _ 


—— 


* Gebri Arabia de Alebymia ſumms perfeRionis tra· 


( 182) 
red Colour.” What this Argent Vive, 
and what the Sublimation is, ſhall be 
explain'd and better underſtood here- 
| after. 5. Eid de 
Nam. Lullius ſpeaks very plain of the 
: Tincture of Gold and Silver, with which 
the Srone to tranſmute into Gold, and the 

$4 Stone to tranſmute into Silver, are made; | 

| and you may obſerve by the by, that 
| | Silver is alſo the Father of the Stone for 
| Silver. 


„ By the ſame * Reaſon that a Man 
proceeds from a Man, arid a Beaſt from 
| « a Beaſt, there is alſo no other Ferment 
| * jn the World befides Gold and Silver, 
i * which are the Tinfure with whicn 
* Quick-Mercury 1s tinged ; who with- 
* out ſuch Mercury believes to tinge, 
proceeds blindly to his Tranſmutati- 
| ons, becauſe Gold gives the Colour of 
4 « Gold, and Silver gives the Colour of 
| „Silver. | 
| Here is no Difficulty but in the Word 
* Merciry ;, of which hereaftet. 


Avicenna's 


* 


"ne" —__ 


* Quia Homo exit ab homine, Bos a Bove, item non 
aliud eſt fermentum in mundo niſi Sol & Luna, quz ſunt 
| tinctura cum quibus coloratur Mercurius vivus, Qui 
th - fine tali Mercurio credit tingere, cœem vadit ad Practi- 
1 cam ſuarum tranſmutationum ; quia Sol in colore Solis 


1 tingit, Luna in colore Lum, Ramundi Lalit Yale 


Mecum, p. 328. 


(1) 

Avicenna's Words are alſo very clear: 
* Gold being the moſt noble among 
„Metals, the moſt compact, perfect and 
* tix'd; if it be diſſolv'd and ſeparated 
in moſt little Parts, it becomes Spiri- 
« tual and Volatile like the Mercury, and 
* that by Reaſon of its Heat; and then 
* it hath a Tincture without End, and 
„that Tincture is call'd the bot Maſ- 
« culine Sperm. | 
I will not tire my Reader with mary 
Quotations, which I could gather in great 
Number: I think this may ſuffice us to 
be ſure, that common Gold n 
Hermes) is the Father of our Stone: But 
the Mother Lune remains ſtill to be en- 

quir'd into. x art 
Let us return to our Philoſopher ; 
When he is pleas'd to tell us where we 
ſhall find the Matter of our Stone, he 
directs us thus: 1 4 85 
„Go to the Mountains of India, and 
„to their Caves, and take from thence 
* the honour'd Stones, which are diſ- 
* ſolv'd in Water when they are mix'd 
with it, and OI is that which 
F wa 
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* Cum Aurum fit nobilius inter Metalla, magis com- 
— perfectum, & fixum, tamen fi diſſolvatur, & in 

artes minimas ſeperetur, fit ſpirituale & evolans ficyr 
Mercurius, & hoc ratione ſuz caliditatis ; & tung habet 
Tinftoram fine numero, & iſta TinQora vocarur Sperma 
Maſculinum Calidum. | 
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* is taken from other Mountains and 
„their Caves. 

Gold is eaſily diſcover'd in thoſe Stones 
taken out of the Mines of India. Some 
Learned do ſay, that Solomon did ſend his 
Fleets to India through the Red Sea, to 
fetch that Quantity of Gold which a- 
bounded ſo much in Iſrael. 

The Water diſſolving thoſe Stones, or 
rather that Gold is the Luna we are look- 
ing for, the Lunar Water, Aqua Lunaria, 
ſo often mention'd in the Books of Al- 
chymie; it is the Argent Vive of Geber, 
the Mercury of Lully and Avicenna : It is 
that Copper Water ſo much extoll'd by 
Bafil Valentin, which hath ſo many Names 
that they can hardly be told. I ſhall 
ſet down here the moſt common among 
the Alchymiſts, for the Satisfaction of the 
Curious; and at the ſame Time the'cor- 
reſponding Names given to Gold. 


Luna, Mulier candida, Fæmina, Regina, 
Mercurius, Fumus albus, Nebulz Nigre, Spi- 
ritus, Anima, Leo viridis, Vultur aquila, Hu- 
midum Aurum, 


To which Names do correſpond with 
Gold, > 
Sol, Rubens maritus, Mas, Rex, Sulphur, 
Fumus citrinus, Nigrum nigrius nigro, Terra, 


Corpus, Leo Rubeus, Bufo, Siccum, &c. 


The 


(19) 

The Philoſophers do give us ſufficient 
Warning of that Muleiplicity of Names : 
The laſt Words of the Turba Philoſopho- 
rum are theſe : | | 

„Be ſure that it is ſomething to which 
« you muſt add nothing but his Compa- 
nion, and let Men multiply Names; 
« for if ou were not multiply'd, Chil- 
*« dren would laugh at our Science. 

Thoſe Names either point at ſome Pro- 
perty, or at the Colours through which 
the Matter paſſes in the Proceſs; by Ex- 
ample, our Water is call'd the Female, be- 
cauſe, ſays Arnoldus, In ſe recipit virtutem 
Maſculi, Oleum, Sulphur, TinFura ;, that is to 
ſay, ſhe receives the Sulphur of Gold, the, 
Oyl, the Tincture; and by the Similitude 
of Nature, unites with it, and cleaves. to 
it in the Fire, which common Mercury 
does not. 12 

We never could find (ſays Geber) 
* any other Thing permanent in the Fire, 
* except that unctuous Humidity, which 
* 1s the ſole Root of all Metals.“ And 
the Count Trevifan, ide 

* Our * Work is made of one Root, 
and of two Subſtances Mercurial, taken 

C a, .* crude 


Opus nofirum fit ex una radice, & ex duabus ſub- 
ſtantiis mercurialibus, crudis aſſumptis & ex minera tra- 
dis, puris & mundis ; igne conjunctis amicitiz ut exigit 
fiat, in quo quidem | uno corpus fi kitas & iſle corpus 
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« exude out of the Mine, purify'd and 
« cleanſed, joyn'd by an amicable Fire, 
* 2s the Matter requires; concocted in- 
« ceſſantly until out of two be made one; 
« jn which one the Body is made Spirit, 
* and the Spirit becomes a Body by Com- 
« mixtion. | 

Theſe two Subſtances are of one Root, | 
which is Mercury, out of which 1s extract· 
ed the Argent Vive, with which Nature 
generates Gold in the Boſom of the Earth; 
ſo that the Matter of the Philoſo phers 
Stone is Gold, and the Seed of Gold. and 
nothing ele. 

« Therefore Hermes expreſſes himſelf 
thus : 

Nothing agrees with the Thing but 
« what is of its own Nature, and neateſt 
to its own ; then it will beget Children 
as itſelf, 

Now 1 hope we have found out the 
true Matter of the Philoſophers Stone : 
We muſt fee what muſt he done with it. 
But, before I begin, I muſt anſwer an Ob- 
jection, which otherwiſe might perplex 
the Reader, 

The Philoſophers do fay, That their 
Gold is not common Gold, as their Mercury 
it not common Mercury. Aurum aaf u 
non eft Aurum quod eſt Vulgi., 3 

ou 
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(24) 
Lou muſt know, that when the Mer- 
curial Water in the Solution of Gold hath 
ſezz'd the Sulphur, the Oyl, the Tincture 
of Gold, the Plyloſophers do call it Au- 
rum, Golde And Arneldus Villenovanus, in 
1 great Roſary, Page 138, explains it 
thus: 
„Our Gold is not common Gold, be- 
* caule it hath receiv'd a great Addition 
„in Tincture, and Preſervation in the 
„Fire. | 
That Water united with the incombu- 
ſtible Sulphur of Gold is richly tinged 
with it, and is incombuſtible; as I have 
made the Experiment of it, and I have 
ſeen with my own Eyes, and have ſhewn 
to ſome of my Friends, and can ſhew it 
ſtill ta the Curious. And it proves it- 
ſelf to be no Sophiſtication, being ve 
hot, oily, and ponderous; bright like mel- 
ted Gold, and will not burn nor flame: 
Nothing like it in Nature. | 
Now I proceed. The Propriety of our 
Lunar Mercurial Water is to. diffolve 
Gold. | a 
* Cuſios in Turbe ſays, I admire, O 
Company of Philoſophers, the Power 
+ and Virtue of this Water, which is ſuch, 
that when it is. enter'd into the Body, 
n | 1 


Mira, O Terba Sapientum, de tali vi bujus aqua ac 
nature, cum introivit in hee corpus, vertit ipſum in 
terram, deinde in pulyezem. Calas in Twrbs, 


E 
« it turns it into Earth, and then into 
« PO der. ; 

The firſt Thing then to be done, is to 
apply that Water upon prepar'd Gold, | 
and, actuated by the Fire, it will exert its 
Nature: They will embrace mutually 
each other. 

*“ Thus we muſt joyn them together; 
« which Commixtion the + Philoſophers 
& have compar'd to a Marriage of two, 

* of whoſe Embraces does reſult a Gol- 

den Water; according to the Turba. 
And the Semita Semite : j | 
Our Water diſſolves, Bodies, calcines 
« them, reduces them into Earth, and 
* transforms them into Aſhes, albifies and 
« cleanſes them according to the Word of 
« Morienus ;, Azoth & Ignis Latonem. Mun- 
.* dificant id eft obſcuritatem penitus ab eo 
* arripiunt.” That is to ſay, Our Wa- 
ter clarifies Gold, reducing 1t at laſt to a 
precious Stone. 

Let us hear again the Turba. 

« Unleſs you do demoliſh the ſolid 
„Bodies by a Spiritual Matter, until the 
« Corporeal be made Incorporeal, and like 
* a thin Spirit, you cannot extract that 
« highly ſubtile and tingent Soul which 
is hid in the innermoſt of the And 

* An 


1*— 


t — nos duo conjungere, quam commixtio- 
nem Philoſophi compararunt conj 127 ex quorum 2 
plexu * qua 4 Aw, Turba Phil , | 


„ 

* And know ye, that unleſs the Body be 
* broken until it be dead, and ye do 
* extract the Soul, which is a tinging or 
„ dying Spirit, you ſhall never be able 
* to dye a Body with it. | 

This Dye is not a ſimple Gilding, it is 
giving the Colour as it is in Gold itſelf, 
and eſſentially or intrinſically. 

The true Solution is reducing Gold 
and Mercury into their firſt Matter; which 
is not, as ſome 1gnorantly have fancy'd, 
to reduce into the four Elements, by rea- 
ſon that they are the Principles of all 
Things, which Nobody doubts of ; - but 
is not what the Philoſophers mean by re- 
ducing our Stones into the firſt Matter. 
The firſt Matter of Mercury is a Water; 
the firſt Matter of Gold is quick Mer- 
cury, or Argent Vive and Sulphur, as 
Geber and all Philoſophers do hold. 


« Eft igitur Sol creatus ex ſubtiliſſima ſub- 
« ſtantia Argenti Vivi, & clariſſima fixura 
. mundiſſima, & ex pauca Vergr. 

fulpburis mundi & pure rubidinis fixiſ- 
« ſimi, clari & d natura ſua mutati, tin- 
* genbtis illud, Geber, cap vi. 


When you have'reduced Mercury into 
Water, and with that Water you have 
reduced Gold into a thin Earth and ſpi— 
'rituous Sulphur, you need not to think 
of the four Elements, which are the firſt 

Matter 


| I 

Matter of all Things, and ſo are the firſt 
Matter of Argent Vive and pure Sul- 
phur; which Argent Vive and Sulphur at 
laſt are the firſt Matter of Gold, and of 
all Metallic Subſtances. 05 

This is ſtrongly expreſs'd by the Count 
Treviſan, in his Anſwer to Thomas de 
Bononia, (a Phyſician of Carolus VIII.) 
who had ſent him a Stone compos'd by 
him the Phyſician. 

Therefore thoſe learned Chymiſts, who, 
taking this Matter wrong, did laugh at 
the Alchymiſts for pretending to reduce 
Gold into its firſt Principles, had no great 
Reaſon to triumph over them. Whoever 
ſhall ſee the Philoſophical Solution of 
Gold, will have Reaſon to laugh at the 
Ignorance of the Criticks. 
Gold is nothing but Argent Vive, 
* or Quickſilver coagulated by the Force 
« of Sulphur. Therefore if Gold be di- 
** geſted or diſſolved duely and naturally 
in Argent Vive, that Argent Vive ac- 


* quires the Natural Proprieties of that 
Gold. 


* Comes March. Trevi ad Thomam de Bononia Epiſf. 
Aurum non eft aliud quam Argentum Vivum coagulatum 
vi Sulphuris : Ideo 6 Aurum in Argento Vivo decoquan- 
tur ſev diſſolvatur debitz, & via naturali Artis, ipſum 
Argentum Vivum naturales proprietates illius Auri acqui- 
ret, verum tamen hujus Decoctionis & Solutionis meral- 
lorum via paueiſſimis nota eſt ac patet, Comes Treviſ. 
N. B. 1 need not repeat, that Quickſilver here it no common 
Oni I ver, which does nut cleave to Gold or Silver in the 
Fire, but flics away. 


oY 
„Gold. But the Art of that Decoction 
and Diſſolution is known | to very few. 
* Treviſan. 


Geber, diſputing again thoſe who de- 
ny'd the Poſſibility of Tran mutation, ar- 
gues thus: 


And that is that makes them believe 
* the Conſtruction of Gold impoſſibl 
* becauſe they do not know its artificia 
* Deſtrudtion from the Courſe of Nature: 
They prove, perhaps, that Gold is of a 
very ſtrong Compoſition, but they do 
* not prove to what Degree it is ſo, 


Let us 1500 other n about 
our Solution: And firſt, 


Arnoldus Villa * © The firſt Homogeinity 

* of Metals is Argent Vive Therefore 

* when they are diſſolv'd in that Homo- 

© ginity, they are united and join'd toge» 
ther, and never part; (to wit, 1 pa 
* Preces) becauſe they add upon each 

* ther, as being alike. 


Ni -,::/1+: 
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Vivum, cum ergo in B 


fimul conj — rare, 
immque agit in ſuum ſimile; 


Wy {26 ) 
Gearge Ripley F © Know my Son, that 

„% our firſt Matter is neither common 
„Gold nor common Silver; nor can it 
be got out of corroſive or other ex- 
„ ternal Things. Have a Care not to 
Auſe in your Work any Thing contrary 
* to its Nature: For you know that Man 
* ſhall reap what he ſows: Mark * alſo, 
„that our Stone, which is perfect in its 
& Kind, is hard, nor can it eafily be dif- 
*. folv'd : But if you join his Wife with 
„him, it is diſfolv'd into a Philoſophical 
* and incombuſtible Oyl, which hath 
% many other Names. 


Clangor Buccine || The fair Redneſs 
* of eur Copper transforms the Metallic 
* Subſtance of Argent Five; that is to 
* ſay, the 1 Hl ic Lune, in an admira- 
** ble Golden Tincture. 

| Euclides, 


"__ mia tf 6. ku ln 


—— — 


+ Scitg ** mi Fili, noſtram primam materiam nec 
Aurum nec Argentum commune eſſe, nec poſſe ex carro · 
ſivo aut aliis rebus externis elici. Cave ur, mi Fili, 
ne aliquid ad opus aſſumas aliquid affumas nature illiui 
contrarium ; Seis enim certiſſime e een 
quod ſeminat. Nota etiam lapidem no in ſuo 
genere abſolutum eſſe durum nec facile ſolvi; ſed ſi ei - 
dem Uxorem ſuam adjungas ſalvitur in Oleum P hiloſo- 
phicum-incombuſtibile, quod multa alia habet Nomina. 
Georgius Ripleus Can, Angliuſ. de Arte Chimes, 
* Remember the hanowr'd Stones of Hermes, 
Candida Rubedo #ris noſtri transformat Subſtan- 
iyi, id eſt Lung Thiloſophie, 
lem, Ganger Buccinæ. 
the Auper 


„ 


4 1 
. 


B, 4s naſtrum, five. 
2 thar 170 Gold. 


Euclides. G A er 
uclides. Con ſuls tibi ut non ofereris 
niſi in Sole & Mercurio ful jun is. | 

„J adviſe thee not to work but in 
* Gold and Mercury joined together. 


Then it is call'd Rebir, ftom hence 


this Verſe: 


Res Rebis eft una confuncta, ſed hors una 
Solvitur ut _ fint aut Sol aut Spemmata 
(Luna. 


Raim, Lullius “ The Diſſolvant. with- 
* out, Gold or Silver, cannot roduce or 

generate the Pllolop ers Stone, nor 
on the conraery but when are 


* joyn'd, | „ donduk or Dyſolyans 
„moves and diſpel pat 


Ae to à Diſſa- 
* lution ; and nh eir Turn . 1 move 


« the Menftruum to produce Heat, in the 


8 
Ace. 2 Whenee i it 22 if i in 
kl 


* our Stone there were only Se 


401.4 . 4 22 a 


| an as Kev ge lg — 
— yu r Sh 
guntur, Menſtruum movet 
viciſſim Metalla movent Menſtruum ad = 
i griem in Lapidibas, Lullias in Cinipendio im, 
* Unde fi in noftto tapide eſſet o Sol not 


Luna, vam de facile 2 neque ng 
_ lat per ini, Her tow 1 ea age Irn 
Tece & tot te 
Voie, fed 1 4, iv Lunch Wicker 

Ergo conſulo ut non o cm ew cum — Sole & 


Ins totum — illivs Artis in ilis eob: 
litit, Avicenne Tractatus de Chemie. 


(28) 
„the Medicine would never eaſily flow, 
© nor would it give a Tincture, by rea- 
* ſon that it would not be the Recepta- 
cle of Tincture. Do not underſtand 
* the whole of Vulgar Lune but of Phi- 
« Joſophical Lune, which is called alſo 
% Lunaria, Therefore I adviſe not to 
* work but in Sol, and Lune, and Mer- 
*. cry, becauſe the whole Benefit of the 
« Art conſiſts in them. 


By the foregoing Quotations you may 
ſee, firſt, how they agree in their Do- 
ctrine, tho' they differ in Stile and Ex- 
preſſion. ü Ol 3 G3 
Secondly, That the Philoſophers Stone 
is made of pure Gold, and of the pure 
Spirit of the Solific Mercury, which is 
the Seed of Gold, N 
Thirdly, That Gold muſt be diſſolv'd 
in the Mercurial Spirit, and yield to it 
its Sulphur and Tincture; ſo that it re- 
mains in diſcolour'd Poẽ der. 
Fourthly, That neither of theſe two 
Individuals alone can generate the Stone, 
but do want the Help of each other to 
effect it. , 1 | e ne 
The fame muſt be underſtood of Lune, 
or Silver, when you intend the Stone for 
Silver; and have a care not to mix the 


— 
9 


1 Sulphur, which gives the golden 
incture, wink the white Sulphur of Sil- 
0 | | | bal ver, 


* 
= 
* 


* . 
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ver, which tinges in white, as you will 
find in all the Books of Alchymie. 

Now if any Man ſhould pretend to the, 
Knowledge of this great Magiſtery, let 
him make a ſenſible and ocular Demon- 
ſtration of the real and radical Solution 
of Gold, and ſhew the duplicate Mer- 
cury, bright as melted Gold, unctuous, 
heavy, ſpirituous, hot, and incombuſtible, 
otherwiſe he deſerves no Credit, and 1s 
either a Sophiſt or a deluded Viſtonary. 

Hitherto I have added my .own Expe+ 
rience to Theory; but I am,oblig'd to 
declare, that I have no manner of Expe- 
rience of the farther Theory; nor do I 
believe I ever ſhall ; My Life is too far 
advanc'd to proceed to Practice and Expe- 
riments : I may well fay, .. 


Ars longa, Vita brevis. | 


The following Leſſon of Geber is too 
well imprinted in my Mind? 
„Whatever Knowledge the Artiſt may 
acquire by Theory, if he hath not the 
Aſſiſtance of a natural Induſtry, he ſhall 
not be invited to our precious Feaſt, 
In caſe of need he may by his Induſtr 
correct and amend his Errors, to which 
* he could apply no Remedy if he was 
* only grounded upon Theory, becauſe 
* Thepry and Induſtry muſt help one 
another. | 1 
Some 


r 5 
Some Theory is Nenn in 
order to Practice, but Practice muſt per- 
fect Knowledge, I confels my ſelf very 
un ip Manuals. kent 
1 ſhalt} willingly impart to you what + 

Theory I have been able to acquire in 
dhe Peruſal of many Treatiſes 6 Alchi- 

mie ; rather proyok'd by Pulte tha 
a rathet acculing inyſelf of 
5 than my aſters of Nonſenſe, 
notwithſtanding their affe&ed Loquacity, 
their eternal Repetitions in different 
Terms and Metaphors, and the Multipli- 
city of Operations, where but one is re- 
quir'd, as Geber himſelf ſays, tho' he be, 
as Thef. Treviſan ſays, Totus Scabroſus, 0 


„Our Matter is one, dur Decoftion N 
* one, in which the whole Magiſtery 
* conſiſts, | 


J begin with the Analyſis of the whole 
Proceſs, deliver'd in Turbs by Bafſen, * 

* After you have united the Citrin 
«* with his Conſort, put them in the Bath, 
but let the Heat be gentle, for fear 
they ſhould be ſuffocated ; and let 
them reſt there till their Body and Co- 
© Jour be made oB. 

This is the firſt Diſpoſition which we 
have ogy > But for a farther. E- 
lucidation B. Lully ſhall explain the Senſe 


„With 


of Baſſen thus: 


e 1 
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(31) | 
« + With God's Help, take one Ounce 
of the ſaid Menſtruum, Cor Difſſolyant) 
„put it in half an Ounce of Gold, very 
pure, in Leaves or 5 79 ſubſtantially, 
and ſtop well the Glaſs, that nothing 
* can evaporate, and put it in a Balneo for 
* two Days, and the Menſtruum will be 
* intirely colour'd of the Ciſtrin Colour, 
6 very bright and clear; then put your 
** Veſſel in Aſhes. for a 2 and the 
Aſenſtruum wilt be of a higher Colour; 
* then decant it, and keep it ſafe in ano- 
Ather well ſtopt Glaſs, and ſo go on in 
„the ſame Manner until the Menftruum 
does receive no more Colour; then the 
Earth of Gold will remain without 
* Colour in the Bottom of the Veſſel. 
Baſſen goes on *, © After that reſtore 
* to it its Sweat, and kill it again; then 
$ It *, procure 
+ Com Dei adjutorio recipe unciam unam didi men- 
ftrai, Jn ea pone unciam dimidiam de Sole puriflimo, foli- 
ato five limato ſubſtantialiter, & * 2 ne 
t n balneo per duos dies, & men 
rot erte d eee Jene w leren F cid 
deinde pone eum in unum diem natutalem, 
& magis etiam colorabitur. extrahe per evacua- 
tionem diftum menſtruum in alio vaſe, & optime vas 
claude: Et fic per omnia reiterando, fac ut ſupra donec 
non coloretur des menſtruum, & tibi remanebit in 
undo vaſis terra de Sole fine colore. Am · Lullii Lux 
Mercurigrm. | 17. ; 
einde reddite ei ſudorem ſuum ac iterum neci date, 
requiemque conftituite cayentes ne fogiant. ; Et tunc ve- 
3 
nimic cos regite d i fant, deinde 
albi, poſt robej. Baſſe In erbe, ag 


- r rere 


4 procure to them Reſt, _—_ Care that 
they do not fly 9 4 Then reſpe& 
the King and his Conſort, do not burn 
* them with too much Fire, govern them 
* till they become Black, then White, 
* then Red. 


This is the ſecond Diſpoſition. Baſſen 


diſpatches the third in theſe few Words : 


Ultimo fiant venenum. tingene. At laſt 
they muſt be made a tingent Venom. 


The Senſe of theſe Words is, That 
you muſt imbibe the Earth of Gold with 


the Golden Tincture extracted in its Diſ- 
ſolution : Which Tincture Bafil Valentin 


calls, Mercurius Duplicatus. In which Im- 
bibition two Things are to be obſerv'd : 


Firſt, You muſt diſtil the whole Quan- 


tity you have of the Golden TinQure or 


tinged Mercury, until there remains be- 
Hind one third Part of it, which 1s the 
Sudor, the Sweat here required, and con- 

5 of Gold. Se- 
condly, Obſerve a due Proportion; as an 
external Heat is neceſſary in all Genera- 
tions to move and actuate the Heat Ll 

or 


tains the Spirit, the So 


the Beed, as the Heat of the Sun 

all Vegetables, the Heat of the Hen for 
the Generation of Birds, the Heat of 
the Matrix for the Generation of Ani - 
mals; ſo our Matter wants alſo an — 


as. 1 im 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
( 
t 
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external . Fire to move; pro 
and atuate the natural and eſſential Heat 
of our Matter: Therefore the 
phers have ſhut it up in a laſs eſſel. 
baun for the Purpoſe, ſeal'd it Her- 
metically, and plac d it in the fecret Fur- 
nace; wherein, as in 3 Mattix, it receives 
the gentle Warmth of the Ambient Air, 
not exceeding tlie Heat of the Sun in the 
Summer: And that. is the ai of 
the 2 we muſt beat to th le 1 


br. 


£4 * + 


verſal K Blackns our Must olle 

appears after fotty fix Days. | 

* Whence, ({ays 2 * Scala Philoſuphos 

© rum) the Heat knitting the Water 8 

E. with the Bend ſt euch B lack- 

* nelsz 9 the Sun is 22 in 

Hits riſing, : "20d | lackneſy, is 2 
„Beginning the Mark 

7 « Putrefation, a (ure e of oo 

mixtion, of the Solution of the 

| Body, and the entering into each o- 


ther. 1 
ih 0 | — 2 


* — ho | 24 - 
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P Unde PH 3 bunddum „ ing e 
nigredinem ideoque obſeuratus ef Sol f tuo ortu; & has 
denigratio et operis initium, Rionis indici 
certumque commixtionis ptincipiom, corporis ſolutiot 


fene, ſept uri in in akerum, Ale Philo- 


(. 
Here might be objected, that Gold is 
ptetended to be already diffolv'd ; what 
do. you now mean by Diſſolution of the 
Body. To reſolve this PR obſetve 
what Cuffos ſays in Turba, which we 
have already quoted. | 

„ admire the Vertue and Nature of 


[this Water; when it is got into the 
Body it turns it into Earth, then into 


* Powder. By Powder, the Philoſopher 
«© means the Subtilization and Sublima- 
« tion of the Earth, which carries far- 
* on.. Fo | 4 
The firſt Deſtruction of the Metallick 
Structure and Solidity of Gold, is there- 
fore call'd by Senior, Contrition. 5 
So Zeunon in Turba *, © Therefore the 
“ Wiſemen have ſaid, if you do not 
* change the Bodies into Spirits, and 
« Spirits into Bodies, you have not yet 
« found the Principle of this Work. 
% The Bodies become Spirits when the 
* Compoſition, call'd Ethelia, is grinded 
until it be made a Powder : And this 
* Powder can't be made, but by a conti- 

* nual 


ther the Solution to a Spiritualiza- 


88 


' 


Atque ob id dixere ſapientes, niſi corpora vertatis 
in non corpora, & incorporea faciatis corporea nondum 
hujus operis inveniſtis Principium. Fiunt autem co 
incorporea, cum Ethetia teriter quouſque fit pulvia, & 
hic — non fit ———5 itione continua; & A oy 
non manibus, cum imbibitione, putrefuctione & ; 
Zemnon in Tiba, Sent. II. 


2 
” 
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* nual Contrition, and is made by Fire 
* not by Hands; and is made by Imbibi- 
tion, Putrefactlon, and Ethelia, - 
The Count Treviſan, writing to Tho, 
mas de Bononia, ſpeaks without Figure, 
as ſpeaking to a Friend in particular, 
for, in what he wrote for the Publick, he 
is more obſcure and cover'd, 1 
* With a crude Spirit they have 
* extracted a digeſted Spirit out of the 
* diſſolv'd Body, and there was left to 
them Aſhes fix'd, to be farther diſ- 
* ſolv'd, in which they have found an 
* Oleaginity and Gummoſity of a ſtony 
Nature incombuſtible, which they have 
„ call'd Soul, which vivifies, joyns, and 
* makes Natures uniform. They have 
* ſeparated Natures by Spirit, and re- 
united by Oil. ed 
The ſame Author concludes thus, © If 

* any one knows the Art and Secret of 
the Diſſolution, he hath got the Secret 
* of the Art; which 1s to mix the Spe- 
„ cies, and to extract the Vertues out of 
them, which are effectually hid in 
them. Þ | ; 
E 2 N ann 
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+ Per ſpiritum erudum ſpiritum digeſtum Philoſophi 
extraxeruint de c ſoluto, & eis xemanſic Cinis fixus 
ulterius diſlolvendus in quo xeperierunt oleaginoſitatem 
lapideam, & incombuſtibilem, & animam dizerunt. quæ 
vivificat conjungit & facit naturas unitas. In ſpiſitu 
naturas disjungerunt, fic in oleq reconjunxerum. — 
Trev, ad Thom, de Bononia, dia 


(3s) 

An ancient Author, tranflated from the 
Hebrew into Arabick, and from the Ara 
bick into Latin, is perfectly agreeable to 
it; here are his own Words: 

„ Begin the Compoſition which is a 
Circle of the whole Bufineſs. Far the 
* Compoſition ſhall not be but in Matri- 
* mony and Putrefaction. Matrimony 
& is the Mixture of the ſubtile with the 
thick, and Putrefaction is Roaſting, 
« Grinding, and Watering, until they 
de mix'd together, ſo that they be one 
without Difference. 
There is a great deal of Art in this 
Paſſage, but it will be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, That tho' thoſe Wards, Roaſting, 
Grinding, and Watering, might be ex- 
plain'd in the ſame Order you have 'em 
here, they ought rather to be confider'd 
thus, and in the following Order, 

Watering, which is the Application of 
the Water upon the Earth, and produces 
the firſt Phœnomenon, to wit, Blacknefs, 
which is a Sign, as we have already ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Spirit or Water is en- 
tering the Particles of the Earth, and pe- 
netrating into the innermoſt Parts of the 


Body 


. 


* 
* 


trefactio eft affare, terere & rigare, quo uſque com- 
1 inſimul & unum fiant, ita Th non els 


divegſitas,' Lib, Seerctorum Cad d. Tl.. 
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Body; Grindigg is the Action of the 
Spirit upon the Body, to ſubtilize aud 
ſublime it; Roaſting 1s the Coagulatiop 
of the Spirit by the Heat of the Body, 
or the Earth, until both together he 
fix'd in a perfect Nomageinity and Uni- 
ormity, ? 

Let us now go back to the laſt Words 
of the Analyfis of Baſſen in Turba, _ 

Ultimo faut yenenum tingens That fi- 
nally they be made a dying or tinging 
Venum; that is to ſay, That the Stone 
might not alone purify baſe Metals, but 
om give em the Colour; of which here- 
4 ter, Sl * 
We have heard already, that the Phi- 
loſophers have contriv'd a Prager Veſſel 
to ſerve for a Matrix; that they have 
plac'd the Glaſs, containing the Compo- 
{ition, in 2 well contriv'd e and 
adminiſtred to it a very gentle and con- 
tirual Fire, that after 46 Days they ob- 
tain'd the Putrefaction. Let us now {ge 
how they proceeded farther to Regene- 
ration. VIGO | | 9 

Conſidering that the Matter was ftill 
tender, and the Commixtion impexfect, 
they continued the Digeſtion and Coction 
with the ſame firſt Degree of Heat, with 


a great deal of Patience. | 
ueber. eee Tao 
— A — 
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Too great Haſte, ſays Geber, proceeds 
from the Devil: After a hundred and 
fifty fix Days, the Matter having paſs'd 
through ſeveral Colours, ended and ſtood 
in a perfe& White. | | 

It 15 not difficult to conceive, that the 
variety of * Colours ſucceeding one ano- 
ther, proceeds from the ſeveral Degrees 
of the Subtiliation of the Earth, and the 
Coagulation and Exciccation of the Wa- 
ter ; and of the ſeveral Degrees of their 
univerſal Commixtion, which do advance 
with equal Paſſes, G 
© Congelation, ſays George Ripley, is the 
* hardning of ſoft Things, and the fix- 
« ing of volatile Spirits. (He adds) Do 


not trouble you how you ſhall congeal, 


for the Elements will be knitted toge- 
* ther, provided the Putrefaction be pro- 
«* cured naturally. 

That is to ſay, your Body by Subtili- 
ation, and your Spirit by Congealation 


will become equal to each other ; -and 
: ſo 


—__— 


— — 
— wv — — „ 


* Cauſa ompium illorum colorum eſt calor tempera- 
tiſſimus operans, & movens continenter materiam, quz fic 
alteratur tam intrinſecus quam extrinſecus ſubſtantialiter. 
4 Paulo in fra, 

Cum materia facta eſt candida tum ſpiritus cum cor- 
poribus conge labuntur, temporis tibi eft adhuc ſtatuen- 
dus longus terminus, antequam talis congelatio tibi a 
pareat in ſimilitudine perlarum. Lztare aſpectu talis 
congelationis, quz oducet grana ſanguinis modo rubentis, 
omnibus preferenda mundi divitiis, Georgii Riplti Cano. 
Ang. Quadriga Anritera. 
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ſo the Body will be made ſpiritual and 
the Spirit corporeal. The Earth is hot 
and exciccating, the Spirit is active, vola- 
tile, and diſſolving, ſo that by their act- 
ing and re- acting upon each other, they 
at laſt are made one Homogeinity of 
Quantity and Quality of Particles, which 
may be farther ſublim'd and fix'd as a. 
mere metallick corporify'd Fire, (if I 
may ſay ſo)' a Lapis Ignis, as Baſil 
names It; | | 

The Philoſophical Sublimation, accord- 
ing to Arnoldus, is the Elevation, not to 
2 higher-Place, but to a higher Nature 
and Digiity : Which may be explain'd 
by a familiar Example. WM 

A Fruit full grown, is in ſome Mea- 
ſure perfected; but will attain a greater. 
Degree of Perfection, not by Addition, 
but by a Kind of Sublimation, when the 
Sun brings it to perfect Maturity. Ag 
the Flowers are produced in the Spring, 
the Fruit grows by a. gentle continual 
Heat; but it wants the nearer approach 
of the Sun to ripen it. 1 

So in this Magiſtery, the Matter would 
be deſtroy'd if you ſhould adminiſter to 
it more Heat than is requir'd, for its So- 
lution, - Commixtion, and Coagulation ; 
which once obtain'd, more Heat will be 
8 for its Sublimation. 1 
But we are taught not to be too haſty 
in this particular neither. We muſt not 

| tru 
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ttuſt to the fielt appearing Whiteneſs, 
but ſtay until it is exceeding white, and 
bright like Peatls, and until you per- 
celve a Cifcle of a beginning Regdnefs 
daun een it; then fear not, add to 

ir ire. e 1 nf 4 Bob 
As in Hilthari Body, the firſt Digeſtion 
produces a white Juice, which paſſing 
to the Parts which contain more Heat; 
becomes red, and is at laſt tutn'd im- 
to Conſiſtance of perfect Blood; ſo gur 
Matter, by the increaſe of extertial Heat 
continued many Days, is at laſt ix d in 
4 Stone of an obſcure Red, then caltines 
itſelf into a Powder, heavy, glittering, 
and of a Tyrivs Colour; which is the 
Purple of the Ancients, a Kind of Violet, 
as I take it, in ſo great Eſteem amon 
them; and by the Philoſophers call 
Tyrins, from the City Tyrut, (as T ſuppoſe) 
2 City in Pheniciz, which was the Sta- 
ple of all the habitable known World; 
and famous for its Dye in Purple. | 
To try it, drop a Partiele of it uporl 
2 red hot Iron-Plate, if it melts like 
Wax, without giving any Smbak, and 
immediately ſinks and penetrates into the 
Iron, then you have but one Point more 
to gain to compleat your Wiſhes; you 
have the ON]§ma of the Philoſophlers“ 

Tho' the Medicine the great Elixir it 
how compleated, as far as it is an uni- 
verſal Medicine for Men, it will not yet 
| tinge, 


* 
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tinge, or, give, the Tin&ure to Metals, | 
It muſk 40 rente With Gold, tb be“ 


come à venenun Tingent, the Philoſo- 


phie TinRure, and tranſmute baſe Metals 
into Gold, more perfect than Gold from 


the Mine: The * Turba ſays, Our Gum 


is ſtronger than Gold. [Thoſe who 


* know it, eſteem. it more precious than 


„Gold; but we honour Gold, becauſe, 
* without it, our Gum is not improv'd“ . 


It is ſtronger than Gold, beciufe it 


turns it into its own Nature, and by it 


acquires the dying or tinging Force. 


here remains behind a great Secret, 


the Secret of the Multiplication. Some 
have attam'd the Stone, who could not 


attain the Multiplication, which is done 


by an Increaſe of its Half, in a Month's 


Time; whereas, a whole Year is im- 


ploy'd in the perfe&ing the Stone. 


You may be ſure; that it cannot re- 


ceive any Increaſe from any Thing that 


is not of its own Nature, nor any Nou- 


riſhment but from its own Blood: There- 
fore order your Work accordingly. More 
I cannot fay; for I do not intend to in- 
ſtruct che Cobler, but only help the En- 


$ 


deavours of ingenious' and laborious Ar- 
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|  * Guma noſtra eſt fortior Auro, propterea qui eam 
noſcunt ipſam Auro precioſſorem tenent. Aurum tas. 
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men honoramus quia ſine ipſo Guma non emendatur- 


Turb. Philo If 
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tiſts, and to facilitate to them the Intel- 
ligence of excellent, tho obſcure Books, 
which are extant in great Number; par- 
ticularly of thoſe I have quoted, in ſuch 
an Order, that they give Light to one 
another. I may ſay with more Reaſon, 
Omnia tibi dixi prater ſecretum, as Geber 
ſpeaks. I have told you all, except the 
— which no Man of Senſe would 
deſire to be Publick; for then it would 
be good only for ſubverting and turning 
the World upſide down. 
For a Concluſion to this firſt Part of 
my Diſcourſe, I fet down here à fait 
Paſſage of the Count Treviſan, in his 
Book De Chemico Miraculso. 

Et enim Artis induſtria nibil adfert novi, 
nec adfert ad Naturam in ſua radice; ve- 
rum adjuvatur Natura per Artem ut decet, 
vincula ſolvendo. Item Ars "wo naturam ad- 
uta; diſcendo ab operationibus ejus,. & in · 
ſupheditatione materie, ſimul W deſideri- 
unn impotent ex voto oper anti. 

Art and Induſtry, do afford nothing 
new, nor add anything to Nature in 
its Root; but Nature is aſſiſted by Art, 
as is requiſite in untying the Bands. And 
Art is aſſiſted and taught by the Ope- 
rations of Nature, and by the Supply 
of Matter; both together fulfil the De- 
fires of the Workman, wc erm 


This, 
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This, I think, is ſufficiently made ad 
in the foregoing Pages; and it is the 
lame as i the Mimfacture of Glaſs, 
which, if unknown, would be as great 
3 Miracle .to.vulgar Eyes, as the Tranſ- 
mutation of Metals. Y 
I ſhall endeavour, in my SECOND 
PART, to remove the common Preju- 
dices againſt Alchymie. : 


o 
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IR Propoſe now to myſelf,” to an- 
Ii ſwer the three following Que-+ 
AF tions. 


J. Whether it is poſſible to Art, to make 
m few Minutes, 5 4 which Nature 
is ſome Ages a forming in the Earth? 

II. Whether it is poſſible, that a Grain 
of Matter could produce ſuch a Mira- 
cle, as 15 Franſmute, ſeven or eight Oun- 
ces of Mefal ing Hold? 

III. Whether there ever was any ſuch 
Matter in the World? 


Theſe three Queſtions, I think, do con- 
tain all the Difficulties that can be made, 
againſt the Reality of the Philoſpher's 
Stone, in General. 

As to the firſt Queſtion, I ſhall bor- 
row an Anſwer from the Count Trevi- 
fian, * © Therefore (ſays he) Gold is 

diſſolv'd 


* Ea propter Aurum diſſolvitur Arte cum Mercu- 
rio, ut ex Maturo ſubveniatur immaturo, & fic Arte 
decoguente, & Natura perficiente, maturatur * 

| Ginn 4 


* e 


(45) 
4 diſſolo'd with Mercury, in Order, thet 
« what hath its compleat Maturity, might 
help what is orude; and thus, Art con- 
© « codting, and Nature perfecting, the Com- 
„ poſition is ripen'd : From which, the 
* Caufe may de drawn, why, by the 
Help of the Philoſophic Art; Gald is 
2 ſooner, in à leſs Time, more 
* erfect, mote noble, and of a ſublimer 
ee, than by the Work of Nature: 
. „N Nature does only concoct, and 
digeſt in the Boſom of the Earth, with- 
* out any Afliſtznce, . Mercury alone, 
* which} in a little Time cannot be brought 
* to the due Proportion of Gold, or any 
other Metal: But our Art helps the 
„Work of Nature, mixing with Mercu- 
r mature Gold, in which there is a 
* Sulphur; very:well. digeſted ;- and by 
ay Confaquenes; ſoon digeſting and ripen- 
Women 10 Tf; aA os ing 
— —— — U 
ci! Chriſt Gratis- Uode cauſa elici poteſt quare 


Artis Philoſophicz, citius & breviori tempore 
2 Aurum, rfoctlus nobilius & gradibus ſub- 
Iimius. quam opere Natura. Quia Natura hoc tantum 
agit & operatur ſolum Mercurium in viſceribus Ter- 
re ab ſque quovis adminiculo, coquendo & digerendo, 
quod non poteſt ad debitam propoxtionem Auri, * 
altstias Metalli parvo Farfan nfiggere. Als du- 
tem noſtra yivat opus Natura, a de . 

r dptime digeſlum 


Aurum maturam, in quo eſt Su 
& ide maturans & cito dig — Mercuriufn D 
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IE Propoſe now to my ſelf **to om 
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; ſwer the three following Que- 
ſtions. 
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J. Whether it is poſſible to Art, to make 
in few e e which Nature 
is ſome Ages a forming in the Earth? 

II. Whether it is poſſible, that a Grain 
of Matter could produce ſuch a Mira- 
cle, as tô Franſmutefeven or eight Oun- 
ces of Me L intg. Gold? Fl 2 

III. Whether there: eve was any ſuch 


AM. _—_— a _ mn 1 * 6 1 a. Peay — m 2 as * a« =—_ 1 as 


\hether There ever 
Matter in the World > 


Theſe three Queſtions, I think, do con- 
tain all the Difficulties that can be made, 
againſt the Reality of the Philoſpher's 
Stone, in General. 

As to the firſt Queſtion, I ſhall bor- 
row an Anſwer from the Count Trevi- 
fian, * © Therefore (ſays he) Gold is 

* diffolv'd 

Ea propter Aurum diſſolvitur Arte cum Mercu- 

rio, ut ex Maturo ſubveniatur immaturo, & fic Arte 8 
&ecoquente, & Natura perficiente, maturatur * 
3, 
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© diffolv'd with Mercury, in Order, * 

«* what hath its compleat Maturity, might 
help what is crude; and thus, Art con- 
cocting, and Nature perfecting, the Com- 
poſition is ripen d: From Which, the 
„ Caufe may de drawn, why; by the 
* Help of the Philoſophic Art, Gold is 
« 3 ſooner, in à leſs Time, more 
erfect, mote noble, and of a ſublimer 
ee, than by the Work of Nature: 
7 „N Nature does only concoct, and 
* © digeſt i in the Boſom of the Earth, with- 
„out any Aſſiſtance, Mercury alone, 
which! in a little Time cannot be brought 
td the due Proportion of Gold, or any 
* other) Metal: But our Art helps the 
„ Work of Nature, mixing with Mercu- 
r mature Gold, in Which there isa 
* Satphur; very well digeſted; and by 
a * Conlequenee, oon Ugeſtiog and ripen- 
vonder t 10 No : GK * = ing 
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Giri ' Chriſti Grits; © Unge' caufi"elici he 
operb Artis Philoſophicz, citius & breviori 1 | 
gentqratur Aurum, porfoctius nobilius & gradibus ſu 
limius quam opere Naturz. Quia Natura hoc tantum 
agit & operatur (olum Mercurium in viſceribus Ter- 
* abſque quovis adminiculo, coquendo & Ligetdngo, 
— I arr d debitam propoxtionem 1 05 an 
altetius Me yo tempor trmgere u- 
tem noſſra N N Nature, 8 N Merchufio 
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Ajrum maturam, in quo eſt Sulphar dptime he mr 
& ide 2 8 to digerensitpſum, N 
2 Aur hropoſitionem, clementa ilius ſy reſi 
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* ing Mercury itſelf, | to the adequate 
0 Plrartion f Gold, b Labtilia hes 
« Elements. Whence follows the | won- 
E derful Abreviation of that Work, of 
„ Nause dnl 7 
The Elements of Mercury, are the 
Spirit, and the incombuſtible Sulphur, 
which are the ſame in all Metals, with 
this Difference, that in Gold they are 
pure, unmix'd, and perfectly digeſted); 
whereas, in 'baſe Metals, they are mivd 
with ſupervening Impurity, with à com- 
buſtible Sulphur, therefoze not equally 
detind. e e 4 df far ® 
By Reaſon, (ſays Geher, that all me- 
tallie Bodies are compos'd/ of argent 
% Vive and Sulphur, pure or impure; by 
Accident, and not from their Nativi- 
* ty; therefore the Impurity may be re- 
* mov'd, _y a convenient Prepaxation; 
„for the Expoliation, or the removing 
of Accidents is not impoſſible 
And this may be done in a ſhort, Time, 
28 * ſee the mY 3 of — 2 
ny, by Examp „ 100N | teparated” 1 
the Drols, and Scart Si he pure Me- 
tallic Subſtance, of Copper be ſepacated 
From the impure, and maturated with 
the Accefſihn of the neceſfary Tirckure, 
the Tranſmutation is perfekted. 80 2 
Man may eaſily conceive, . that Art dges 
not pretend to make the Metal, which 
properly colt Nature fo many Years, a 


making 


SRO. 4 
making. But Art, by Means of what 
Nature hath already perfected, excites 
Nature to perfect what was left imper- 
fea, No ſach great Wonder then it is, 
if the Produce is ſuch as it is. 

Nature beſtows as much Time in gene- 
rating Wiſmuth, alias Biſmuth, or Tin, 
az ſhe does in perfeaing Tin-glaſs, 
and no doubt ſome hundred of Tears. 
Wiſmuth'is a baſtard Metal, a monſtrous 
Birth, inſtead of Tin: And as a mon- 
ſtrous Child, and a right made Child, 
are in all Reſpects of an equal Date; fo 
may we be ſure, that Tin, and Tin-glaſs, 
are of an equal Date alſo. Notwithſtand- 
ing, Artiſts have found Means, to make 
an artificial Wiſmuth, in three or four 
Hours, no Ways diſtinguiſhable from the 
Natural, rather brighter. But which 
Way booſt (Juſt as the Alchymiſts do:) 
They take the Gifts ready prepar'd by 
nature, and mixing them together, as 
they were mix'd in their Principles, pro- 
duce in a ſhort Time, what from the 
Principles is produc'd in many Years by 
Nature: To wit, Tin, "Arſenic, white 
Tartar, and Salt-peter. Who will reflect 
a little on this Obſervation, may, I think, 
reconcile himſelf with Alchymiſts, and 
their Tranſmutations. Geber in Summa, 
relates a Fact, which ſhews manifeſtly 
'that baſe Metals ny be purify'd, and 
brougltto the Perfection of Gold. ou 

x wi 
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will not be amiſs to ſet down here faith» 
fully tranſlated. - | gens 


« Gold gives its Colour to every Me- 


: 


tal radically,” and makes them equal 
„ to himſelf; makes Gold of all Sorts of 
« Metals. Accordingly, we have appre- 
* hended by the Work of Nature, as 
« well as by Art, that Copper could be 
«© tranſmuted into Gold. For we have 
s ſeen in the Mines of Copper, out of 
« which came forth a Water, carrying 

along with itſelf little Scales, or Par- 

ticles of Copper, and waſhing them 

daily, and cleanfing continually by its 


Fall. Afterwards, the Water ceaſing 


0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
**'to flow, we have ſeen thoſe Scales re- 
„ main three Years, ' or thereabout, on 
the dry Sand, concocted by the Heat 
« of the Sun. At laſt we found among 
« them true and very pure Gold. There- 
« fore we judg'd, that they had been pu- 
„ rify'd, by Virtue of the Water, and 
« at laſt, equally digeſted by the Heat 
* of the Sun, in r of dry Sand, and arriv'd 
to the Equality of Gold. Imitating 
Nature in what we can, we alſo pu- 
« rify; albeit in this particular we ought 
not to follow Nature“. 
his, I think, is enough to ſatisfy a- 
ny reaſonable Man, upon the firſt Que- 
ſtion. | 3 
Now, I ſhall ſhew, that it is poſſible, 
that a Grain of Matter be ſo highly 91 
* lim'd, 


(49) 
lim'd, as to acquire ſuch Degree of Forte, 
and Activity, 2s to pervade, purify, and 
perfe& every Particle of half a Pound' of 
Metal. But the Reader muſt excuſe me, 
from entering into rr rp Reaſons, 
and Arguments, which would carry me 
too far, and are always liable to new 
Objections, and Diſputes. The ;Poſhbi- 
lity of a natural Effect, may be well e- 
nough prov'd by other parallel Effects of 
Nature. 41 1 | 44933 3%. 

The Nitroſulphureous Particles, attract- 
cd by the Sun, from the Earth, are ſo 
much ſublim'd above the common Sul- 
phur and Nitte, that being kindled in 
the Air, and datted againſt the Earth, 
do melt in a Moment a Sword in the 
Scabbard, Money in a Man's Pocket, 
and paſſing through his Fleſh, break the 
Bones: Which is a Demonſtration; of the 
great Activity of the moſt ſubtile Parti- 
cles of the Fulmen, commonly call'd 
Thunderbolt. They paſs through the 
Pores, or Interſtices of looſe Bodies, with 
ſo much Rapidity, that they make no 
Impreſſion upon them; whereas, meet- 
ing with Reſiſtance, they dwell upon ſo- 
lid Bodies, and by the Force of their 
Motion, do melt Metals, and bruiſe 
Bones in an Inſtant. Everybody knows, 
that a Thunderbolt, as we call it, hath 
various and ſurprizing Effects. I hope I 
all not be too tedious, to relate — 
Wat 
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what I have ſeem with my own Eyes 


beyond Sea. 


was in a Caſtle built by the Romant, 


on the Bank of the old Rhine - One Night 
we had a violent Storm, attended with 
terrible Thunder and Lightning: Among 
others, one Clap of Thunder was ſuch, 
that I thought verily that it feil upon 
the Houſe, but it prov'd to have fallen 
in the Avenue, at a little Diftance, upon 
an Elm, as I found it next Morning; I 
faw with Amazement, that almoſt eve 

Branch of the Tree was ſcrateh'd as wit 

an iron Hook; the Stem had three 


Streaks, as Lines from the Top to the 


Foot; tlie Ground under the Tree, was 
almoſt cover'd with little Bits, of the 
Rind of the Branches, freſi, without a+ 
ny Scent of Fire; near the Foot of the 
Stem, the Earth was ſtirr'd up like a 
Molehill: I caus'd to dig there, but no- 
thing could be found, nor any Alterati- 
on in the Earth to be perceiv'd; nor could 
F perceive any Alteration in the Leaves 
terre 1 (/ 
When I confider the extenſive Ducti- 
lity of Gold, which we are hardly able 
to determine; and I confider farther, 
how mucli ſubtile its Particles are ren- 
der'd by the philoſophic Sublimation; 
methinks that I could ſooner: explain the 
Action of the Philoſopher's — _ 
| Metals. 
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Metals, than I can conceive any Thing 
of the Fabric of this Fulmen. Wares 

But we need not to ſeek far off for 
Examples of the prodigious Subtility 
Matter is capable of; which, according 
to Des. Cartes, is neither finite, nor infi- 
nite; that is to ſay, is beyond our Facul- 
ty of conceiving. Let us but reflect up- 
on the Animal Spirits, elaborated in the 
Bodies of Animals, from the Blood; one 
ſhould think, that in their natural State, 


they are of the laſt Degree of Force and 


Subtility ; nevertheleſs, we have | grea 
Reaſon to ſuſpe&, that they can be Neal 
more rarify'd, and that they are capable 
of different Configurations. - 1 

By the beſt Obſervations, no Venom 
can be found in the Viper; its Fleſh is 
wholſome, and a Friend to human Blood, 
No ſuch Thing can be found about their 
Teeth, as thoſe pretended little Blad- 
ders, full of a certain Liquor, which 
hath been ſuppos'd to be the Venom they 
tranſmit into the Blood, when they bite. 


Nevertheleſs, their Biting, as every bo- 


dy knows, is mortal; and the beſt Rea- 
ſon that can be given of it, is, that An- 
ger does rarify ſuddenly. the animal Spi- 
rits in the Head of that Animal; which, 
being tranſmitted inte the Blood, by their 
canine Teeth, are capable of een 
the whole Frame, of many Pounds o 


Blood, and cauſe a ſudden Death, as it 
G 2 happen'd 
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happen'd at Rome when I was there: 
Iwo Men being a ſhooting Quails, which 
abound thereabout in the Spring, one 
fell down, his Face upon a Cluſter, or 
Neſt of Vipers, and, before his Compa- 
nion could come to him, was dead; and 
in few Hours his Body was all over 
black. n | 

I would fain ask, how much thoſe 
Animal Spirits did weigh, whether a 
Grain, or the twentieth part of a Grain? 
Surely ſo ſudden a Death could not be 
caus'd by a Liquor inſinuated into the 
Blood, and carry'd to the Heart by Cir- 
culation; the Man would have had Time 
to riſe and walk, 

I] have often reflected with Horror, 
upon the diſmal Effect of rhe Biting: of 
a mad Dog, which, in my humble Opi- 
nion, cannot proceed but from the Ani 
mal Spirits, of the mad Beaſt, which in- 
ſinuated into the Blood of a Man, or any 
other Animal, circulates there till it fixes, 
and ſeizes the Brains: Then you fee a 
frightful Tranſmutation of a reaſonable 
Creature, into a mad Dog, barking and 
biting, and having all the ſame Inclina- 
tions, the fame Symptoms of Rage, and 
of an approaching Death. * 
I ask again, What can be the Weight 
of thoſe Spirits? e Af, 


] ask 


4 
ask alſo, What can be the Weight 
of the Effluvia of a Cat, diſpers'd in a 
Room, and mix'd with the whole Maſs 
of Air in it; which Efflu via will affect 
ſome Men ſo ſtrangely, as to make them 
ſweat, tremble, and faint away, though 
they ſee nothing. 4 . 
Let us add to it, the Effect of ſome 
ſubtile Poiſons, as the Napel, which kept 
in the Hand till it be warm, kills a Man 

on the Spot. | 
The Moors have 2 Poiſon ſo preſent, 
that they want only ſo much as they 
can hide under'a Nail, to diſpatch a'Man 
uickly. I. , Tr | 4-4 + © 
Methinks, a Man may conclude from 
ſuch Obſervations, by the Rule of Con- 
traries, that the Philoſopher's Stone may 
as well be a Medicine for Men, and Me- 
tals, as quick, as the deſtructive Things 
above-mention'd, are, in their Operation, 
for worſe: At leaſt, I have ſufficiently 
ſhewn, that Matter may be ſubtiliz'd be- 
yond our Conception, and ſtill preſerve ' 
a prodigious Degree of Force and Acti- 
vIty. Th ES] Yo enen 
' It remains to prove the Reality of the 
Philoſopher's Stone; but what ſhall T 
{iy to overcome Incredulity, upon a Sub- 
ject which is a Secret, and muſt natu- 
rally be a Secret, or elſe looſe its Merit, 
and be attended with the worſe Conſe- 
ene. 57600. 7 51 Fr te | 
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I can afford no other Proofs, than the 
Teſtimony. of many Men, in all- Ages, 
and of all Nations, who are not -reeu- 
ſable, either by their Character, or by 
their Writings. 5 | 

I ſhall not be ſo uncivil, to our Gain- 
ſayers, as Geber was, to thoſe of his 
Time, ſome hundred Years ago: Here 
you. have his own Words. Id. 

If they ſay, that Philoſophers and 
* Princes have wiſh'd for this Science, 
and could not obtain it; we Anſwer 
„ ſhortly, that they lie; for there hath 
* been ſome, though few in aur Time; 
but more, anciently, who by their In- 
 * duſtry have trac'd that Science; but 
did not declare it by Word of Mouth, 
* nor by Writings, to ſuch unworthy 
«© Unbelievers. ” 
- T ſhall only defire them to ſet aſide 
their Prejudice, and conſider theſe Words 
of Raym. Lullius, | 

„Who is able to recount the Power of 
„this Medicine, which we having expe- 
« rimented, I, and my Companions, pro- 
„ ſtrated on the Ground, with an eleva- 
ted Mind, pray'd to God, and riſing 
full of Joy, begun to ſing, We praiſe 
« Thee, O God! | | 
Loet them examine the Character of 
this Man, and the Reputation he had 
while he liv'd: tag, will find his Ex- 


traction noble, his Credit great among 
the 


} WILL 
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the greateſt. Kings of his Time in whoſe 
Favour and Requeſt he . compos'd - moſt 
of his Writings, of the Philoſopher's 
Stone. bo, A a0.4v N . 
After he had been a good while, and 
by repeated Inſtances invited to England, 
by our King Eduard the Third; at laſt, 
mov'd by the ſolemn Promiſes of the 
King to wage War againſt, the , Turks, 
if . Philoſopher would furniſh him 
with Gold, he came to him; but find ing 
that the King's Intention was to make 
War againſt the King of France, he de- 
clin'd to ſerve him any farther, for 
which he was detain'd in the Tower, 
but eſcap'd by a great Providence: There- 
fore our Philoſopher Ic, theſe Parti- 
culars, warns, in preſſing Words, his Dif- 
ciples, not to truſt to Princes: From 
whence we may conclude, how dange- 
rous it was always to the Poſſeſſors of 
the Stone to be known. 1 
It is reported of our Philoſopher, that 
being Old, and like to die, he re- 
cover'd his Juvenile Vigour, with his 
otable Gold; which I am apt to be- 
BR to be true, for the following Rea- 
ſons. _ | Ni eee 

His laſt Will and Teſtament, which 
is a Treaty of the great Magiſtery, de- 
dicated to Charles King of Majorca : Be- 
gins thus, . SAC 


o 


Cum 


„ 


„Ch ad nos venifti Alla ſtus Fill,” 6g 


Princeps in tali caſu & mortis Articuls, 
valde quievit anima mea, cum d te pater- 
nam & Antiquam tui Patris illuſtriſſimi a- 
micitiam quam per indignationem, interrupe- 
ram, recuperatam intel. igerem. j 
When you came to me, dear Son and 

« Prince, when I was on the Point of 
Death, my Soul receiv'd a great Com- 
„fort, underſtanding by you, that I had 
* recoyer'd the ancient Friendſhip of your 
4% illuſtrious Father, which I had inter- 
„ rupted by my Wroth, ” 0 

It appears by theſe Words, what Fi- 
gure he made in that Court: It ap- 

ears alſo, that he was then an old 

an: He wrote fince, his Teſtament, 
and ſeveral other Treatiſes: And he came 


to England; for he tells us, that ha“ 


ving writ a little Treatiſe, in his Lodg- 
irigs in St. Catharine's, near the Tower, 
he gave it to the King, with his-Teſta- 
ment, and other Writings. 

This is not all; mov'd by a chriſti- 
an Zeal, he refolv'd afterwards, though 
a Secular Man, to undertake the Con- 
verſion of the Mahometans in Africa, 
ſeeing that he could engage no Prince 
againſt them. | | | 
He went thither, and was ſton'd to 
Death in a popular Commotion, in be- 
half of their Mahometiſm, and ſuffer'd 
Martyrdom. 


If 
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If the Teſtimony of ſuch. a Man muſt 
go for nothing, I cannot help it: For my 
Part, I have demonſtrative Reaſons to 
truſt to his Sincerity, in regard to what 
| have neither ſeen nor experimented. 
Let us obſerve here,-that under our pre- 
ſent happy Conſtitution, and the Govern- 
ment of a juſt Prince, a Man might make 
his Tranſmutations in the Market-Place, 
without Fear of the Tower. . 


Arnoldus Villanovanus was a Clergyman, 
and a Phyſician of good, and of grgat Repu- 
tation. A contemporary Author writes of 
him, that in his Time, he raade at Rome 
gold Ingots, hearing the Teft of: the moſt 
refin'd Gold. And Arnoldus himfelf, in 
his Noveum Lumen, declares, that the Ma- 
giſtery of the Stone, or Elixir, was ſhewn 
to him by a good Man, and that he faw 
it, made it, and had it, by the Grace 
of God. 6 | ET + 


| cannot ſay much of Geher, a Ma- 
hometau Arab; his Writing muſt ſpeak 
tor him. I ſhall only tranſcribe his 
Teſtimony ; “ Be the great and glori- 
Nous God prais'd, (ſays he) who with 
* the Experience of this Medicine, hath 
** reveal'd. unto us, the Series of all 
'« Medicines, which by his Goodneſs, 
JED H and 


and Inſtigation, and our aſſiduous 
„Labour, we have obtain'd ; and we 


* have ſeen with our Eyes, and touch'd 
with our Hands, the Complement of 


„ this our Magiſtery. 


But the Teſtimony of Bernard, Count 
of the March Treviſune, ought to be 
valid: His Sincerity is great, in ac- 
quainting the Publick with his fool- 


ih Labours, from the Age of Eigh- 


('58') 15 


teen, to paſt Sixty: Toſſed about and 


cheated by Sophiſts, and deceitful Men, 
conſum'd great Sums of Money, and 


almoſt his Paternal Eſtate: He tells us, 


* That at laſt, betaking himſelf whol- 
* ly to the Lecture of good Bobks, he 
© acquir'd' the true uf; compleat The- 
* ory, and began again to work with 
< the defir'd Succeſs, and cornpleated 
the Stone four Times, with which he 
* cured the. moſt reputed incurable ' Di- 
« ſtempers. ” 20 


Ut ipſemet expertus ſum, (ſays he, 
Focakin® of this Medicirl,) Mer + Le- 
proſit, Caducis, Hydropitis, Etbicis, Apo- 
plecticis, Wiacis, Inſenſatis, Furibundit, & 
aliis quam plurimis. POT 


So that his Reputation went all over 
Europe. ” | + 


Zaccharins, 


3 1 
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Zatcharius, a:Gentlewan of good E- 
ducatiom, and Fortune, Maſter of Arts, 
went through the ſame Misforrunes, and 


arriv'd at laſt into the Haven of Safety 
and Felicity: Let us hear him: 


© I ſaw by the Grace of God, all 
« thoſe Colours, fucceeding one another, 
after which, a Lear after the very 
Eaſterday, I ſaw the Perfection, and 
* having made the Experience of it 
„upon Mercury, heated in 2 Cruci- 
ble, I aw with my own Eyes, the 
Mercury converted into pure Gold, 
* in leſs than an Hour, with very 
little of that divine Powder: God 
„Knows with what Joy I was pene- 
* trated): Nor grew I boaſting, nor 
proud, to the leaſt of the World, 
but in Secret return'd immortal Thanks 
* to Almighty God, for his great Be- 
* nefit, and pray'd him farther to give 
* me Grace to make good Uſe of 
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He departed immediately from France, 

to live incognito in other Parts of 

Europe. 

1 ſhall paſs by \Alkertus Magnus, Divus 

Thomas Aquinatus, 1 4 Diſciple Haſiius Va- 
2 


lentinus, 


Life, ar arts 
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lentinus, and ſeveral others, of whom a 


great deal might be ſaid: They may per- 
haps be rejected as Witnefles in their 


own Cauſe. - 


But to offer ſome direct, * diſinter- 
eſted Teſtimonies, I ſhall alledge Van Hel- 
mont, who aſſures us, that * half a 


Grain of a Powder given him, he tranſ- 


muted into pure Silver half a Pound of 
Mercury, 


Boricebius Witneſſes alfa, chat a an „ 
rience of the Tranſmutation of Mercury 


into Gold, was made in Denmark; in Pre- 


ſence of ſome Neuen of Pong 
« | +44 
But we have an aduacceidtinadlilis "Evi- 
dence in what is related, and: confirm'd 
by Martin Maximilian Pruggmayr, Doctor 
of Phyſick, and Phitoſophy, in his Philo- 
ſophical Serutiny of the true Elixir of 
11 1687; Which TO” 


The Em peror Ferdinand the Third, with 
one fingle Grain of that philoſophical 
'Tin&ture, did, with his owh Hand, change 


into pute Gold, half à Pound of Mercu- 


ry, of which, for a perpetual Manument 
of the Fact, he caus'd to be made a Kind 


of Coin; by Way of Medal, witli this In- 
ſcription on one Side. 
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Divins Metamorphifis exbibita Praga 
1548, 15mo Januaril, in 1 ak Sacre Ce- 
ſaree Majeſtatis Ferdin. III. 7 


On the Reverſe, Raris ut hac hominibus 
eſt Ars, ita raro in lucem pradit. Laude- 
tur Deus in æternum, qui partem infinite ſue 
potentia nobis ſuis, abje@iſſimis.creaturis com- 
municate | | 


That is to ſay, The divine Metamor- 
** phoſis made at Prague; in Preſence of 
his S. M. the Emp. Ferd. III. 

« As this Art is rare among Men, ſo 
it rarely appears. Bleſſed be God who 


40 hath given Part of his infinite. Power 


tao us his moſt deſpicable Creatures, ".. 


This whole Syſtem being built upon 
the Solution uf Gold, no doubt many 
will think to ruin it at once, by denying 
its Poſſibility; as Guiſonivs; formerly. a 
Phyſician at | Avignen, in a Diſſertation, 


does uſe this admirable 2 to 
kept 


prove that Impoſſibility; That he 


Gold in Flux, in a Glaſshouſe Furnace 
three Months, and found it in Quantity 


and Quality the ſame: Therefore you 
may be ſure, there is no Menſtruum in 


the 


er ſud Arennorum Tripode ( 
ſtupenda pollicentyr. | 
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the World to diſſolve it: Well, then, 
may that Author try out as he does. 


2 Truly I am not mov'd by the heats: 

ring Boaſts of ſome ſooty myſterious 
* Chymiſts, who with a loud and ting- 
“ling Voice, prate of nothing but of 
* {ublime, and unheard Things; we 
« from their ſecret Furnace. ” 


2 af it pleaſes the Gods) * pro- 
© miſe aſtoniſhing Wondets.“ Here you 
have his own Words. 


Neque profes me movet Thraſonica 
quorundan fuliginoſorum Myſtarum Jaclan. 
tia, qud ſonanti &. tinnuld voce, 15 
non ſublime & inauditum arriunt, 

© Dis Diis 2 9 


I do not demember; to G Bve met wit 
any Thing ſo loud, and tin ling, 
that Period, in the Books 0 Alchy- 


miſts; I may, I think, well reply, 


Nec profes me movebit Guiloniorum 
procax Focatio. 


But to do Juſtice t to "the Memory 
of Guiſonius, "who was a learned and 
ingenious 
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ingenious Gentleman, I muſt confeſs that 
he was arguing in that Diſſertation, a- 
gainſt a Pamphlet of a miſerable So- 
phiſt, who deſerv'd to be laugh'd at. 


Hor opus, bic labor eff, 

Hic exercentur inanes Artificum cure 
Ut ſenſim madeant, & mollia perſient. 
Magnum opus, & quo credas operoſius 
Cullum 
Ehe aliud de quo magis ears ſe maxims 
| | (Gad#er. Augurellus. 


POSTSCIPT. 


HE Alchymiſt Writers are fo 
+ To] diffuſe, ſo intricate, ſo full of 
WEBS Figures, and do affect Obſcuri- 
ty and Confuſion ſo. much; jump” 
ing from the Beginning to the End, 
from the End to the Middle, that 
it is no Wonder if moſt Men do looſe 
Patience, and leave off Reading them, 
with a Kind of Indignation. 


The many apparent Contradictions 
one meets with, the inſignificant Things 
with which they often fill two or 
three Pages, to ſlip in two or three 
inſtructing Lines, which eaſily paſs un- 
obſerv'd by the Reader, is another 


Obſtacle, and Occafion of Diſguſt : From 


thence came the Words Chymia Per- 
boſa. a 
n 


a te << Kod pos. Grd + nerd} towns 
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In the Turba, the Philoſophers do 
deliver their Sentences, upon one and 
the ſame Point, fo differently, and 
ſeemingly wide from one another, that 
one is apt to think they really mean 
different Things; and the Reader is 
miſled, and falls into Error: But we 
are oblig'd to ſay, in their Behalf, that 
we cannot in Juſtice blame them, ſince 
of all thoſe Things they give us ſuf- 
ficient Warning, and do tell us, that 
they do it on Purpoſe, to conceal the 
Art from vulgar Eyes. 1 

4 J Ren ae 48 

Artem pro poſſt occultdrunt, ne illam 


indignis patefacerent. „ Yom 


If this Diſcourſe ſhould fall into the 
Hands 'of any Adept, ſurely he would 
be angry at me, for writing in ſo plain, 
and unaffected a Manner, as I do, of 
ſo great a Mer 


The Sophiſt and falfe Pretender, would 
leſs pardon me, for my giving ſo much 
Light to diſcover him, 'and prevent his 
impoſing upon the World. But I would 
fain encourage the ingenious Artiſt, 
if there is any among uy, inclin'd 
to the Study of Alchymie, as, I be- 
lieve there is. Therefore the Solu-. 
tion of Gold being _ Foundation of 

tne 
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the Art, I do aſſure him again, that 
the Difficulty of that Solution is not 
inſuperable. 


The diſſolvant is deſcrib'd by the 
Alchymiſts a hundred different Ways. 
Let the Student conſider, whether the 
Qualities and Properties of the Mat- 
ter, out of which it is extracted, as 
they are declared by them, (whatever 
Names be given to that Matter) can- 
not be aſcrib'd to any Thing in Na- 
ture beſides, to that very Matter, un- 
derſtood or gueſs'd at by him. If ſo, 
he may be ſure, he hath the true 
Matter to work upon. N 


Take this for a great and impor- 
tant Leſſon; I would adviſe him to 
read and ſtudy the Authors I have 
quoted. e 


Let none, (ſays Arnoldus de Vil. 

4 lanova) neglect to dig out of — 
* Books, the final; and principal Mo- 
ther of all Philoſophy, which adorns 
Men with good . Manners, enriches 
with , Benefices, keeps the Body in 
„Health, and reſtpres it to a. good 
„State, He who ſhall be lazy in Read- 
ing, ſhall not be ready in preparing 
„Matters: For a Book is the Key. of 
* another Book, a, Word explains. an 
| 1 ther 
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„ ther Word, and a Speech another 
* Speech; becauſe what is wanting in 
* one, is made up in another. He 
« who goes to practice without Theo- 
* ry, will proceed like the Aſs at a 
„Supper, not know what is fit to 
* choole. ' | 


With a reaſonable Attention, you ma 
judge, whether my Notions are ground- 
ed on the Doctrine of our Maſters, 
and find out what remains behind o 
the perfect Theor x. | 

x pd A "I HI 

In order to it, conſider well, whe- 
ther that which you do apprehend of 
their Meaning, be conſiſtent with the 
Ways and Power of Nature; remem- 
bring, that no Art can determine Na- 
ture to produce à Plant without the 
Seed of that Plant. 


Lou cannot conclude, that you do 
underſtand the feveral Authors you 
have conſulted, unleſs you do perceive 
clearly, their mutäsl Agreement, and 
that they may "equally bear the Ex- 
plication you do wake of them, and 
no other, . 


Thus, with ſome Experience in Ma- 
nuals, with a firm Health, with Pati- 
ence, and Application, and the neceſ- 

12 | ſary 


fary Conveniencies, the Perfection of 
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the Magiſtery may be obtain'd; which 
I wiſh with all my Heart, to ſome of 
our worthy Countrymen, for the Be- 
nefit of many: And if I have contri- 
buted any Thing towards it, I have all 
the Reward I aim at. | 
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